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OVERVIEW

PIERO TARAWIASSUE
“A POSITIVE 15O &

“This year marked our third season
back in MotoGP™ since our return to
the grand prix scene. With our
primary objective being stability, we
supplied the teams with tyres that
were already familiar to them, with
profiles and constructions identical to
those they had run in 2017. In order to
improve both grip and consistency
over race distances, however, we
effectively refined the compounds on
offer — particularly for the rear tyre.
We also wanted to set some new
records and we achieved that on nine
occasions, at Qatar, Jerez, Le Mans,
Mugello, Barcelona, the Sachsenring,
Austria, Misano and Sepang. Another
positive observation is that all six tyre
options were raced in Austin,
Barcelona, Austria and San Marino.
Not only is this an eloquent pointer to
the qualities of all of our tyres, but it
is also a sign that our allocation
allows all the riders and bikes to
perform to the best of their ability."”
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TECHNIQUE

A new MotoGP™ World Championship support series is poised to kick off next year. The FIM Enel MotoE™ World Cup. At each of the
five scheduled rounds, Michelin will supply specific new tyres for the electric Energica motorcycles. “These bikes produce 145 horsepo-
wer and tip the scales at 240kg, so we will need to provide tyres that quickly reach their ideal operating temperature, especially as the
races will be very short,” notes Piero Taramasso. “This will call for specific compounds, with a MotoGP™-derived tyre at the front and,
at the rear, a tyre based upon those we use in domestic Superbike series.”




The dust had barely settled
upon the 2018 season when
the MotoGP riders returned
to work to begin prepara-
tions for 2019. Two days of
testing in Valencia were fol-
lowed by a couple more at
Jerez to evaluate the updates
that will ultimately influence
the prototypes set to take to
the track next February at Se-
pang. Maverick Vinales top-
ped the timesheets in
Valencia with an upgraded
engine in his Yamaha.“The
bike feels better on corner
entry,” commented the Spa-
niard. “Now we need to see

how it responds at faster cir-
cuits.”

Johann Zarco - KTM

TESTS
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TESTS

At Jerez, Takaaki Nakagami sprung a surprise by posting the quickest effort ahead of Danilo Petrucci and Marc Marquez. The seven-time World Cham-
pion was aboard an all-new Honda RC213V, while the Japanese ace set his benchmark lap on Cal Crutchlow’s bike. “The engine is more powerful and

easier to exploit,” enthused the LCR Honda rider. “This is a great way to finish the year.” With Ducati right on the pace and the new boys rapidly
settling into the groove, the 2019 MotoGP campaign is already shaping up to be a classic...




TESTS

VALENCIA - CUMUL DES 2 JOURS JEREZ - CUMUL DES 2 JOURS

VINALES (YAMAHA) 1'30.757
. DOVIZIOSO (DUCATI/) 7'30.890
MARQUEZ (HONDA).. 7'30.9717
MILLER (DUCATI) 7'30.939
. PETRUCCI (DUCATI) 7'30.959
MORBIDELLI (YAMAHA) 7'30.974
RINS (SUZUK/) ...1'31.254
. NAKAGAM/ (HONDA) 1'37.304
. ROSS/ (YAMAHA) 71'37.377

NAKAGAMI (HONDA) 71'37.945
. PETRUCC! (DUCATI) 1'37.968
. MARQUEZ (HONDA)... ..1'37.970
. VINALES (YAMAHA) 7'38.066
. LORENZO (HONDA) 7'38.7105
. MORBIDELLI (YAMAHA) 7'38.718
DOVIZIOSO (DUCATI).. ..1'38.185
MILLER (DUCAT/) 7'38.207
. BAGNAIA (DUCAT/) 71'38.335
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70. A. ESPARGARO (APRILIA)....1'31.400 70. RINS (SUZUKI) 7'38.522
71. BAGNAIA (DUCATI) ..1'317.405 717. ROSS/ (YAMAHA).. .71'38.596
72. LORENZO (HONDA) 7'37.584 72. QUARTARARO (YAMAHA)....1'38.7617

73. P. ESPARGARO (KTM) 7'31.628 713. BAUTISTA (DUCAT/) 7'38.830
74. MIR (SUZUKI) 1'31.714 74. RABAT (DUCATI) 7'38.876
715. RABAT (DUCATI). ..71'37.940 75. MIR (SUZUKI).... ..71'38.9317
76. BRADL (HONDA) 7'32.075 76. IANNONE (APRILIA) 7'39.008
77. QUARTARARO (YAMAHA) 7'32.097 77. P. ESPARGARO (KTM) 7'39.744
78. IANNONE (APRILIA) 71'32.124 18. ABRAHAM (DUCAT/) 1'39.744
79. PIRRO (DUCATI).... ....1'32.220 79. ZARCO (KTM) ...71'39.864
20. FOLGER (YAMAHA) 71'32.265 20. A. ESPARGARO (APRILIA)..1'40.7156
27. ZARCO (KTM) 7'32.509 27. SMITH (APRILIA) 7'40.774
22. ABRAHAM (DUCATI) 71'32.906 22. GUINTOL/I (SUZUKI) 7'40.498
23. SYAHRIN (KTM) .71'33.008 . SYAHRIN (KTM)... ...7'40.520
24. SMITH (APRILIA)............. .71'33.028 24. OLIVEIRA (KTM) 7'40.577
25. OLIVEIRA (KTM) 71'33.798 25. BAIOCCO (APRILIA) 71'41.907
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A RIDER AND HIS TECHNICIAN

After graduating with a degree in mechanical engineering, Thomas Fabre
spent a decade working in Michelin’s R&D department where he designed
machines for manufacturing tyres. “I then decided | wanted to do some-
thing else,” he confides. “l was keen to get out into the field in more of a

people-facing role.” It was with this in mind that he joined the MotoGP™
squad last year. Not being a motorcyclist himself, Thomas had to prove his
worth in order to gain acceptance. “/ was assigned to work with the Avintia
and Nieto teams, both of which ran Ducatis. In the early months, some of

the expressions and technical terms the riders used weren’t always clear
to me — but, assisted by my mechanical knowledge, I learned quickly.” Now
aged 32, the Frenchman has just completed his second season of grand
prix racing, liaising this time with Aprilia. There, he worked with Scott Red-
ding, and the Englishman — who will contest the British Superbike Cham-
pionship in 2019 — clearly left a strong impression. “Scott is genuinely a
great guy,” Thomas says. “He regularly asked for my advice during the sea-
son and offered excellent feedback about the tyres.”




A C/IRCUIT, AND ITS DEMANDS
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VALENCIA - RICARDO TORMO

Host of the 2018 MotoGP™ season finale, Valencia’s Circuit Ricardo Tormo is — along with Austin, the Sachsenring, Aragén and Phillip Island - one of
only five tracks in the championship that runs in an anti-clockwise direction. Moreover, with just five right-hand corners to nine left-handers, the

Spanish circuit is one of the most asymmetric on the schedule. “As in Germany and Australia, we offer an asymmetric front tyre for this track, given
its tight and twisty nature,” explains Piero Taramasso. Spain’s fourth round of the season takes place at the end of November, so it is also frequently
characterised by cool conditions. This time, it was rain that was the major talking point, providing Michelin with an opportunity to showcase its new
rear asymmetric tyres. “These proved to be so good that riders were only eight seconds short of their best lap times on slicks — equating to a diffe-
rence of just 10 percent between the two compounds,” asserted Michelin Motorsport’s Two-Wheel Manager.




VALENCIA
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This time last year, Andrea Dovizioso started the MotoGP season finale at
Valencia’s Circuit Ricardo Tormo still in contention for the world crown.
Twelve months on, however, the title was already beyond the Ducati
rider’s grasp and Marc Marquez’s accident at the last race changed nothing

in the overall standings. The 19th and final round of the season, the Gran
Premio de la Comunitat Valenciana was plagued by adverse weather
throughout, with heavy rain falling almost constantly from Friday to Sun-
day and soaking the Spanish track. The only temporary respite came du-

ring qualifying when Maverick Vinales took advantage of drier conditions
to seize his first pole position in the premier class since 2017’s Gran Premio
de Aragon. By the time the grand prix itself came around the next day,
the heavens had opened again with a vengeance, prompting the race di-
rector to produce the red flag just 13 laps in, at which point early leader
Alex Rins had just been overhauled by Dovizioso and Valentino Rossi. At
the re-start, the grid was missing Marquez, Vinales, Pirro, Petrucci, Miller,
Lithi, lannone, Morbidelli, Smith and A.Espargaro.




Bnd tlorﬂut had Meu n'm\?ttlﬂg‘msblké‘baﬁ Mh‘é"pltsw
Va Mhtmm to'take'th -+ onwumu
) o DoVizioSo®Ri i o B
rdﬂ'ttf t‘he-fl d, Espargar6-hauled himself &ltb'!hetheeﬁ:iﬂ'd !
gha¥ider€rashed out'ef the'podium*fight the’KTM fidergrate
lyipm(e-u p th&piecesand thitd place Rinstook theehedquered flag
mmmm
d’émd le"Dovizioso’s victory*eonfirmed thep
hthe-D esmosedici/Wwhich h!dnmﬂﬁale'nc' o

J vec



Five riders made their MotoGP™
debut this year, namely Franco
Morbidelli, Thomas Lithi, Takaaki
Nakagami, Hafizh Syahrin and
Xavier Siméon. And it was the
Italian who emerged on top to lift
the Rookie of the Year laurels. The
outgoing Moto2 champ threw
down the gauntlet by winning the
battle of the new boys in the
Qatar curtain-raiser — a result he
repeated in Austin and subse-
quently at Jerez, Catalunya, Brno,
Misano, Aragon, Phillip Island and
Valencia. In finishing a season-
high eighth in Australia, Franco
Morbidelli effectively sealed the
deal by extending his advantage
over closest pursuer Syahrin to 12
points with only two races
remaining. In addition to taking
the ‘Rookie of the Year’ trophy,
the Team Estrella Galicia 0,0 Marc
VDS rider placed 15th outright at
the end of his maiden MotoGP™
campaign, with 50 points in the
bank.

YOUNG TALENT
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CONFIRMATION
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Although he didn’t manage to reach the podium in the Gran Premio de la Comunitat Valenciana as he had hoped to celebrate his last race for Tech 3
aboard the Yamaha M1, Johann Zarco nonetheless achieved his greater goal of concluding 2018 as the best-placed Independent Team rider, aided by

Cal Crutchlow’s season-ending injury in Australia and Danilo Petrucci’s accident at Valencia’s Circuit Ricardo Tormo. The two-time Moto2 World Champion
- who will compete for KTM next year — could look back afterwards at what was almost a carbon copy of his 2017 rookie campaign in the premier
class. On both occasions, the Frenchman finished sixth in the championship and best of the Independent riders with three podiums to his credit - two
second places and one third. The only major difference was his final score which was 16 points down on last year’s tally.




CALENDAR - CLASS/FICATION

2078 FINAL CLASSIFIcATION

7 - MARQUEZ (HONDA)............... 327
2 - DOVIZIOSO (DUCATI)............. 245
3 - ROSS/! (YAMAHA). .......cceev..... 798
4 - VINALES (YAMAHA,).............. 793

DATE GRAND PRIX CIRCUIT

PRE-SEASON SEPANG, BURIRAM, LOSAIL MAG 16
7 78/03 QATAR LOSAIL INTERNATIONAL
2 08/04 ARGENTINA TERMAS DE RIO HONDO MAGC 17
3 22/04 USA CIRCUIT OF THE AMERICAS
Z 06705 SPAIN CIRCUITO DE JEREZ
5 20/05 FRANCE LE MANS MAG 18
6 03/06 ITALY MUGELLO
Z 77106 CATALUNYA BARCELONA-CATALUNYA
8 07/07 NETHERLANDS TT CIRCUIT ASSEN MAG 19
9 15/07 GERMANY SACHSENRING
710  05/08 CZECH REPUBLIC AUTOMOTODROM BRNO
77 72/08 AUSTRIA RED-BULL RING MAG 20
72 26/08 GREAT BRITAIN SILVERSTONE
73 09/09 SAN MARINO MISANO
14  23/09 ARAGON MOTORLAND ARAGON MAG 27
15  07/70 THAILAND CHANG INTERNATIONAL
16 27/10 JAPAN TWIN RING MOTEG]
77 28/10 AUSTRALIA PHILLIP ISLAND MAG 22
18 04/77 MALAYSIA SEPANG INTERNATIONAL
79 18)77 VALENCIA CIRCUITO RICARDO TORMO MAG 23




